
Ministry & financial 

reports were  

approved.  September 

& October minutes 

were approved. 

Giving for 2017 has 

caught up with 2016 

level, however  

expenses are greater 

this year. 

In reviewing the 

minutes September 

had 2 inward & 2  

outward actions.   

October had 3 inward 

& 1 outward. 

We will be seeking 

bids to replace the flat 

portion of the roof. 

Approval was given for 

choir members to  

research & submit a 

cost proposal for new 

choir robes.  Memorial 

money will be used. 

Due to the closure of 

Mimi’s & the moving 

of the Christmas party 

to the church,  

attendees may bring 

wine & beer to be  

consumed at the party 

on December 9.  After 

further discussion on 

revoking our present 

policy prohibiting  beer 

& wine on the  

premises , including a 

look at a policy from 

House of Hope  

congregation in  

Minnesota as a  

sample, no policy 

change will take place 

until council adopts a 

comprehensive  

written policy.  

Discussion was  

reopened on  

concealed carry at 

Faith.  While our hope 

is to have our place of 

worship reflect the 

kingdom of God, this 

issue is taking focus 

away from other  

business of the  

 

church & this  

discussion is taking 

place in an  

atmosphere of anxiety 

and fear and that a 

logical response (a 

policy) may not be  

appropriate to an 

emotional issue.  This 

issue needs to be  

resolved under this 

council by January 

2018.  After  

discussion the motion 

was tabled. 

$2500.00 from the 

Our House restricted 

fund will be donated 

to their Home for the 

Holidays fundraiser. 

Pastor Josh led the 

council in a discussion 

on what defines  

Lutheran & what does 

this tell us about the 

Lutheran church. 

November Council Highlights 

Christmas Hymns 

Join us in the sanctuary 
at 9:50 on Sunday  
mornings to sing your 
favorite Christmas 
hymns.  

 

Each Sunday during  
Advent Becky will take 
requests for a few  

Christmas hymns.  

Deck the Halls 

We will be putting the tree up after worship on Sunday, 

Dec. 3 & then decorating on Sundays, Dec. 10 & 17. We 

are happy to accept help on any and all dates!  
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Directory Edits 

We will be sending 

out an added page 

to last year's  

pictorial directory 

to include our new 

members'  

information. If you 

have any changes 

in your directory 

information, please 

email our Parish 

Coordinator, Lara 

Keck 

at office@faithluth

eranlr.org   

mailto:office@faithlutheranlr.org
mailto:office@faithlutheranlr.org


Mimi's Restaurant has abruptly 

closed it's doors and operation 

in Little Rock; therefore this 

year's Christmas Party will be 

held in the Fellowship Hall 

on December 9th. Dinner will 

be catered and the price has 

been reduced to $17.00 per 

person. This will include dinner, 

dessert, soft drinks and coffee. 

Our budget does not include 

appetizers. You are invited to 

bring an appetizer of your 

choice to share. There is a  

sign-up sheet for appetizers in 

the Narthex on the post where 

other announcements are kept. 

There is also a copy of the 

menu for your perusal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The per person charge of 

$17.00 must be paid no later 

than DECEMBER 3. Try not to 

wait until the last minute. Any 

questions, see Will or Lynn 

Vachon. 
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Welcome New Members! 

Last month the Faith Lutheran family grew a little more! We welcomed 13 new members (pictured 

above in order) Pokey LeCornu, Matthew Knuteson, Jim Stelzl, Maudie Stelzl, Troy Keeping, Maryann 

Keeping, Marlys Indelicato, Emily Greenwald, Catie Greenwald, Lynne Greenwald, John Greenwald,  

Linda Tator, and Jim Tator. Please take time to welcome these new members - share a conversation 

over coffee or have them over for dinner.   

   

Faith Christmas Party 



Faith News 
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Prayer Needs 

Tammy (healing from surgery and praise for good news); Sammie (healing); Brayden (healing); McCraw 

family (wisdom/discernment); Chelsea Brunoehler (peace at the end of a challenging course); The kids 

at Youth Home and their families; Hannah Greenwood - Deacon Shannon's sister (healing and  

recovery); Rose Hoth (healing); Colin McElfresh (thanksgiving for a healthy birth); for peace and  

reconciliation among divided communities and nations; Mande Corbett (praise for new job); Robert 

(healing); Karla Hoffmann (safety, finding God's purpose in her life); Rev. Dr. Mark Molldrem; Troy 

Keeping (continued cancer fight); Breen Gaughan (financial stability); Barb Bambrick (healing).  



My family’s faith background is quite limited. Little can be recalled about my paternal grandparents 

since they both died while I was still quite young. My maternal grandparents are remembered as  

being a bit harsh and not at all religious. They were more or less “Catholic,” in name only, with 

church attendance rare. 

 

My parents separated when I was two years old. Growing up, for me was especially complicated.  

Between the ages of two and six, I mostly lived in other people’s homes for short periods of time. I 

was constantly being shuttled between this aunt or that one, or this uncle or that family friend, or 

sometimes my mom, and sometimes my dad, and sometimes a grandparent. During that time, I do 

not recall experiencing any established routines, traditions or much instruction religious or  

otherwise. I do remember feeling fearful, isolated and “defective.” My parents did divorce and both 

eventually remarried. For whatever reasons, I, by the age of seven, (but not my sisters,) came to live 

with my dad and stepmother. In that setting we seldom attended church, did not read the Bible, and 

certainly did not pray. 

 

I became a follower of Jesus only after a personal tragedy had struck when I was age thirty. My dear, 

beautiful sister, Louise, suddenly and unexpectedly, died of a brain aneurysm at age 36. She was 

starting a new life and new job in Little Rock when she died, leaving behind three small children. I 

Tony Minicozzi’s Stories of Faith & Life 



was broken and devastated with grief. I remember weeping bitterly and uncontrollably. What  

occurred next change my life forever. Father Albert Schneider of St. Theresa’s Catholic Church in  

Little Rock was summoned to speak the eulogy and lead the Prayer service for Louise. As he began 

to speak, you could see the kindness in his eyes and face, and the empathy for all of Louise’s loved 

ones who were hurt by her death. He continued to speak calmly, and reassuringly, and with deep 

conviction, about God’s love for Louise, and the possibility of reuniting with her in Heaven. He spoke 

of sin, repentance, forgiveness and mercy, and how God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, so that we may live. My tears of grief turned to tears of hope. Shortly after the funeral, 

I began attending Mass on a regular basis and became a member of St. Theresa’s Catholic Church. I 

began reading the Bible, cover to cover, and several times over. In the process, I fell in love with  

Jesus. 

 

I pray on a regular basis, usually informally, but it can be in any place and at any time. Often I pray for 

peace among the nations, and for unity and social justice. Sometimes I just meditate and let my 

mind wander and give thanks to God for the people in my life, and the mercy I’ve been shown. Thank 

You, Abba. 

 

People who have shaped my faith and my life are Faith Albert Schneider, (as noted,) and Becky 

Webb. Al Schneider is no longer a priest, he left to marry, but is still very much a man of God. Becky 

Webb is a principled and Godly woman, as well as my significant other, best friend and confidant. 

She encourages me to attend church on a regular basis and says I still have a lot of years to make up 

for. 

 

I like to help others by being of service, or by nurturing and encouraging them in appropriate ways. 

 

Things that have shaped me include great teachers, good friends, inspiring mentors (both living and 

dead,) my sweet children and my sweet Jesus. 

 

People are surprised that I am “liberal” on social matters and “conservative” on fiscal matters. In 

that way, almost everybody is mad at me for something. 

 

My favorite parts of Scripture are many. The two most meaningful to me are perhaps, 

“Don’t urge me to leave you or turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will 

stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. (Ruth 1:16-18) 

And 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

Jesus replied, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matt 22:36-40) 

 

God’s peace to all 

 

Tony has been a friend of Faith Lutheran for over 20 years and is a beloved part of the Faith  

Lutheran community. He is the grill master at Oktoberfest and Worship in the Park,  serves meals at 

Our House, and lends a hand when it's needed.  He is a servant leader who lives his faith in his daily 

actions who those he encounters.  

 



There will not be a 

worship service on 

Sunday, Dec. 24 at 

10:00 am. We hope to 

see you at 5:00 pm for 

the Candlelight 

Christmas Eve Service!  

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

12/1 — Terri Koopman, Nancy Hile-Riethoff  

12/4 — Charlotte Rogers 

12/7 — Carrie Hoth McElfresh 

12/9 — Bonnie Wells, Christina Werling 

12/11 — Matthew Knuteson, Tim Evrard 

12/13 — Bill Keisler 

12/14 — Ruth Anderson 

12/20 — Nia Indelicato 

12/21 — Lynn Vachon 

12/23 — Gavin Hile  

12/29 — Jonah Johnson 

12/10 — Wayne and Dolores Turley, Craig and Jessie Kay 

Thomas 

12/16 — Chris and Charlotte Rogers 

12/27 — Andreas and Kim Muller 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9 am Faith 

Formation 

Hour  

10 am 

Worship 

11:30 am  

Fellowship 

time 

 9 am Men 

meet at 

Panera 

6:30 pm 

Bells 

 

10 am Bible 

Study 

7 pm Choir 

7 am Via de 

Cristo  

Fellowship 

9:15 am 

Serve at the 

Food Pantry 

  

     1 2 

3 

5 pm Advent 

Prayer  

Service 

6pm Dinner 

at Our House 

4 5 

10 am Block 

Builders 

 

6 

 

7 

7 pm Bible 

and Brew 

8 

9:30 am 

WELCA Mary 

Circle  

9 

1 pm Altered 

Books 

6 pm  

Christmas 

Party 

10 

Decorate 

Christmas 

tree after  

worship 

11 12 13 

5 pm Council 

14 15 16 

10 am Block 

Builders 

17 

Choir cantata 

18 

 

19 20 21 22 23 

1 pm Altered 

Books 

24 

Christmas 

Eve worship 

at 5 pm 

25 

Merry 

Christmas! 

26 27 28 29 30 

31   Poinsettias can be ordered now for $7 each.  Forms are 

in the narthex. 



7525 West Markham 

Little Rock, AR  72205 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Those Who Serve 

Phone: 501-666-0850 

E-mail:  office@faithlutheranlr.org 

www.FaithLutheranLR.org 

 

Our mission is for all to know, love, and 
serve Jesus Christ. 

www.FaithLutheranLR.org 

 Dec. 3 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 

Assisting  

Minister 
Ruth Anderson Emily Summers Trudy Kumpe Lynn Vachon 

Dorothy  

Bambrick 

Lector Marcia Erbland Peter Kumpe Steve Del Rio Tom Holte 
Barbara  

Osborn 

Intercessor 
Chuck  

Anderson 

Chuck  

Anderson 

Chuck  

Anderson 

Chuck  

Anderson 
Karen Palmer 

Acolyte 
Jonathan  

Huggins 
Gabriel Huggins Casey Cornwell Maudie Stelzl Eric Yarberry 

First Touch 

Lizbeth Huggins 

Doris Sarver 

Barb Osborn 
Jonathan  

Huggins 

John Knuteson 

Wayne and 

Dolores Turley 

Barbara Davies 

Lynn Vachon 

Peter and Trudy 

Kumpe 

Andreas and 

Kim Muller 

Barbara  

Sudman 

Joe and Sharon 

Phillips 

Joe Mastropieri 

Karen Cornwell 
Margie  

Wesinger 

John and  

Dianne  

Knuteson 
Don and Marcy 

Havelka 
Tom and Nora 

Holte 

Altar Guild Dolores Turley and Barb Osborn  

Council  Barb Osborn  

Altar Flowers Suzanne Unruh Nora Holte Virginia Wilken Poinsettias Colleen Ussery 


